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Mr. Chair and Members of the committee, my name is Joan-Nell
Macfadden, I live at 2620 4™ Ave. South in Great Falls. (S -4i$®

I would like to speak in support of SB 288. I have been a mental health
advocate for 30 years*. Having a school or outdoor program for adolescents
that is not licensed, does not do background checks on their employees, or
have outside oversight is absolutely unconscionable to me.

There is no doubt, in my mind, that most of these programs feel they are
doing an excellent ;{}b aﬁi’i, they may be. However, it is very easy to run
under the radar when a majo u‘} of your students are from out of state. In
my opinion, apye*zﬁ 13 o provides care to children 24 hours a day needs
oversiglit, particularly when *'sn focus is on reforming youth. It is not
enough to say, “We hold curselves accountable.”
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The present oversight board needs to be expanded. ﬁt&i}@ﬁty of the
members from the same county, though they may b members, is

suspect. As wi 1z Hen House.”
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Please vote yes on SB 288, it is sound, well thought out !
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